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TO THE 


'B 1 SHOP of Gan 


Mv Lord, 


S the Matter upon which I am to 
write you, is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
uence, ſo without any further Introduc- 
Kees I proceed directly to the Queſtion in 
and, CE 


In your Sermon before the Houſe of 
Lords, on Monday, January the 31ſt, and 


m Commemoration of the Death of King 


Charles I. you have thrown out ſeveral 


Things which do not ſeem to have been 
ſo well digeſted, as might have been ex- 
pected from one who has the 1mportant 


Truſt committed to him, of the immediate 
| B ie 


— 


(2) 

Care of the Education, of the apparent Heir 
to the Crown. I ſhall confine myſelf to 
that one particular Part, in which you ſay 
* The Nobility of Scotland and Ireland, 
who upon very different Grounds, had ſe- 
duced their Countries into Rebellion, had 
as little Reaſon to be pleaſed with their 
Succeſſes ; they in a ſhort Time loſt that 
Conſequence with which they had been 
flattered, became Slaves to their own In- 
ſtruments, and were controuled by the ſedi- 
tious Clergy in every Operation.“ 


I wiſh your Lordſhip had been a little 
more intelligible in your Account of the 
different Grounds by which the Nobility of 
Scotland and England were at that Time 
actuated, for it ſeems to me, that the ſame 
Motives ſubſtantially influenced both, as will 
eaſily appear to any Perſon the leaſt con- 
verſant in theſe Matters, I mean thoſe, who 
not confining themſelves to the Outlines 
of the Tranſactions, to be found in com- 
mon Hiſtories, have rightly conſidered the 


Matter, and dipt with Judgment and Saga- 


city, into the public Records. 


That the King had ſhewn ſeveral “ ille- 
gal Exertions of Power, is affirmed by 
yourſelf; 
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(3) 
yourſelf,” I preſume you do not confine 
theſe Acts to England: No, they were hke- 
wiſe put in practice in Scotland and Ireland 
alſo ; I ſhall confine mu ſelf to the firſt, and 
hope to ſhew, that the Nobility of Scotland 
did not ſeduce their Country into Rebellion, 
nor did the Country in general, / Scotland 
from mercenary Views begin a War, and 
became a conquered Nation in the Event.“ 


Every one knows, that the King after his 
Coronation at Weſtminſter, on the 2d of 
February, 1626, met his Engliſh Parliament 
on the 17th; he had diſſolved one Parlia- 
ment, on account of their Complaints con- 
cerning Religion, and the Mal-Adminiſtra- 
tion of Buckingham, but expected, to find 
this morepliable, however, he was miſtaken, 
for while he preſſed them to impoſe more 
Taxes, they urged a Redreſs of Grievances : 
On which Account the King diſſolved them, 
encroached upon the Liberty of Members, 
forced People to lend him Money by his own 
ſole Authority, removed ſome of the Judges 
for not promoting the Loan, permitted the 
Soldiers and Sailors to live at free Quarter ; 
Gentlemen for refuſing the Loan were ruin- 


ed, forced to ſerve in the King's Troops, 


tranſported or put into tedious Confine- 
B2 ments 
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ments, all this T. am to look on, as the 
Effect of French Councils, at the Head of 
Which, was the Queen Dowager of France, 


2 Princeſs habituated to Cabals, and train- 


ed up in the Principles and Practices of 
Katharine de Medicis the Directrix of the 
Maſſacre of Paris, Anno 1572. | 


/ 


In Scotland, the Caſe was worle, there 
had not been a general Aſſembly of the 
Clergy for twelve Years, nor a Parliament, 
except one ;, the Biſhops ruled all in the 
King's Abſence, theſe admitted of every No- 
velty and Rite that Caprice directed, and 
getting into the Chief Places in the King- 
dom, the Court of Seſſion, Exchequer, 
Privy Council, they even ſpurned at the 
Nobility and Gentry, theſe natural Moun- 


| tains that protect à Country, ſhadow, and 


defend a State. 


By their Advice, ſo agreeable to the 
ueen Dowager, every thing was con- 
ducted, People were called upon the moſt 
frivolous Pretences, from all Quarters, and 
reduced to Beggary by exorbitant Fines ; in 
ſhort, Popery-which differs but little from 
the Epiſcopacy of that Time, was Shs 
2 where 
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where etna anced, and in many Diſtricts 


began to prevail; Maſs was 8 ſaid in 


Nithiſdale, and m other of the ſouthern 


Counties. 


For the firſt eight Years of King CHarles's 
Reign, there had been no Parliament. in 
Scotland, nor had the King viſited his na- 
tive Country, which in 1633, he did in 
purſuance of Meaſures, flattering indeed to 


a Court, but big with the Proſpect of ter- 


rible Convulfions : He mtended to hold a 


Parliament, but then it was for 8 


Money, and to reduce the Church of Scor- 
land to a perfect Conformity with the 
Enghſh, to effect which, he took with him 
Dr. Laud, late Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 


but now Archbiſhop of Canterbury, a Man 


who had riſen by Buckingham's Interelt, 
and who himſelf was extremely unpopular, 


my Conformity between the Churches of 
England and Scotland was then impractica- 


ble, their Tenets being 7919 9/0 different, 
for the Engliſh Clergy then maintained the 


Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience, Non-re- 
ſiſtance,, and Arbitrary Power ; whereas the 


Clergy of Scotland r the Biſhops who 
will 


(6), 
will generally for Money, ſubſcribe to the 
Doctrines of Mahomet or Confucius} were 
the Bulwarks againſt both. Scotland, my 
Lord, has always been aſſerters of Liberty, 
the Nobility of Scotland were remarkable 
for a public Spirit? conſult their Annals 
from the Time of the dreadful Battle fought 
on Munrouman Muer, as recorded by Ta- 
citus till the firſt Union of the Crowns, 
and you will find their Struggles for Free- 
dom to have been noble, their Efforts for 
Independance to have been generous and 
brave, to have been the Source of the Wars 
between ihem and every Invader, their No- 
tion of Liberty was this, A Right of pri- 
vate Judgment in Men of a ſound Mind. 
There is a Paſſage in one of their Letters 
to the Pope, Anno 1320, ſigned not only 
by the Nobles but by the Clergy of Scot- 
land, which will ſhew their Senſe of innate 
Freedom and Independence, for ſpeaking of 
Robert Bruce, whom indeed they compare 


to Joſhua, the divine Conductor of the I/ 


raelitiſb Hoſt, they ſay, Quem fi ab incep- 
tis deſiſteret, nos, noſtrumque regnum Ed- 
vardo Anglia regi tradere voluerit, ſtatim 
eum, quaſi nobis, noſtroque regno inimi- 
cum expellere niteremur,” and never did a 
Nation ſhew more Reſpect to their Kings, 


nay, 


4 


nay, their Endeavours to ſave Charles I. 
were likely to terminate in a War between 
the two Kingdoms, which were always the 
ſame by Nature and Intereſt, and now con- 
ſolidated by the moſt ſolemn Oaths. 


Your Lordſhip will be informed that he 
was crowned at Edinburgh, with all the 
Splendour of Greatneſs, the 8th Year of his 
Reign: His Entrance into Edinburgh, June 
15th, was every way becoming a Prince and 
a King, the Streets were railed and ſanded, 
the chief Places were adorned with ſtately 
and triumphal Arches, Obeliſks, Pictures, 
artificial Mountains, and other coſtly Shews : 
The Citizens lined the Streets in their beſt 
Apparel and Arms; at the We/tbow where 
he entered, there was a Theatre exquiſitely 
adorned and painted, and where an elegant 
Latin Oration was pronounced before him, 
and the Provoſt delivered him the Keys of 
the City upon his Knees ; about the mid- 
dle of the Weftbow was another Theatre, 
from whence was delivered a ſhort Deſcrip- 
tion of the Kingdom, from whom con- 
quered, and at what Time; at an equal 
' Diſtance was another magnificent Stage, 
whereon was the Portraiture of all the 
Kings of Scotland down to his Maj Gf, 

an 


(8). 


and one repreſenting King Fergus, made an 


handſome Speech, wherewith the King was 


greatly pleaſed : At the Croſs was a Re- 
8 of Bacchus, the Wine running 
rom every Quarter: At the Trone was a 
moſt magnificent Repreſentation of the 
Hill of Parnaſſus, and the Mules, with 
other. curious Inventions ; and at the Ne- 
therbow was another Theatre curiouſly 


painted with a Repreſentation of the Pla- 


nets, owing to the Ingenuity of the illuſtri- 
ous Lord Napier, the Inventor of Loga- 
rithms, and all this under the Diſcharge 
of the whole Ordnance of the Caſtle, the 
ringing of Bells, and the harmonious 
Sound of the ſeveral Inſtruments of Mu- 
ſick then known. N | 


That very Day June 1 5th, he admitted 
upon his Privy Council in Scotland, ſeveral 


Engliſh Noblemen. vis. Richard, Earl of 


Portland, Lord High Treaſurer; Thomas, 
Earl of Arundel, Lord Marſhal ; Philip, 
Earl of Pembroke, Lord Chamberlain ; 
Theophilus, Earl of Suffolk ; William, Earl 
of Salisbury ; James, Earl of Carliſie; Hugh, 
Earl of Holland; William, Biſhop of Lon- 
don; Sir Henry Vane, Comptroller ; and 


State. 


Sir Jobn Cook, Principal Secretary of 
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(9) 


State. I ſhould not have mentioned theſe 
Names if it was not to ſhew that if the 
_ Nobility of Scotland had ſeduced their 
Countrymen into a Rebellion, it could 
not have been without the Concurrence 
of an Engliſb Privy Council. 


But the Truth of the Matter is, the 
Innovations in Religion became every 
Day more intolerable; the Prerogative of 
the Crown was ſtretched even beyond 
what was claimed by the King's Father, 
the King himſelf reſolved to proſecute 
the deſign of recovering the Church 
Lands, and to crown all the Dignified 
Clergy. became {ſo diſſolute and profligate in 
their Lives that at the great Aſſembly 
Anno 1638, held at G/aſgow by the 
King's Authority, and in which he was 
repreſented by the- Marquis of Hamilton, 
the ſame who had ſerved under Gu/tavus 
Adolphus; fix of them were Excommu- 
nicated, and eight of them depoſed: They 
having been Guilty of the groſſeſt 
bodily Sins, ſuch as all the Articles of 
Uncleanneſs, Gaming on the Sabbath, 
Drunkeneſs, and Debauchery ; the Liv- 
ings of the dignified Clergy ſet them on 
a footing with the Nobles themſelves, 

C While 


(19) 


while the inferior Sons of the Tribe of 
Levi were reduced to a Level -with 
the loweſt Rank of the Inhabitants, 
and obliged to encounter Poverty. in all 
its ghaſtly Attire ; the inferior Clergy 

oaning under the © Tyranny. of their 
FR irituous Lords, addreſſed the Throne 
fe Relief, and I preſume You will not 
refuſe Subjects the Liberty of going in 
a ſupplicant Manner to the Throne. 


. 


In the mean Time the Breach between 
the King and the Engliſb was widening 
daily, and Ireland - had become a Scene 
of Slaughter and of Blood: The King 
was at the Head of an Army, the Bulk 
of which was compoſed of your Coun- 
trymen, and was marching Northward, 
the Scots muſt either arm, or ſubmit 
to the pernicious Schemes of the French 
Woman who now governed the Councils 
of the King. e 


The Officers who had ſerved in the Ger- 


man and Swediſh Wars adviſed to Arm, 


not with a Deſign to rebel againſt 
lawful Authority, but to award off a 
Blow intended by the Enemies of the 

Engliſh 


( 11 ) 


Engliſh Nation and Name; the Coun- 
eils of France were for "raiſing a 
Quarrel between the two Kingdoms, but 
the Scot. Army then raiſed was for 
mediating a Peace between South Britain 
and the King: for this Purpoſe. the 
Forces marched into England, and tho 
his Majeſty was in Arms yet they ſent 
a Deputation to him compoſed of three 
worthy Perſons, the Earl of Loudon, Sir 
Villiam Douglas of Cavers, and Mr. 
Alexander ' Henderſon, with Terms highly 
Honourable for the Sovereign, and of real 
Utility to all concerned, which done the Ar- 
my marched back to Scotland. 


Happy for the King had he done the 
fame, but ſo far from it that his Forces 
continued in Arms, the Flames of War 
ſpread thro' South Britain, the King was 
advanced to Glouceſter, where unfortu- 
nately for him the famous Marquis of 
Montroſe waited upon him, deſiring a 
Commiſſion to raiſe Forces by the King's 
ſole Authority, accordingly the Royal 
Standard was erected by Montro/e, ſupported 
by Alexander Macdonald, and he had 
eighteen hundred of your Countrymen 
under his Command. 

C 2 = Theſe 


(12) 


| Theſe Forces landed at a Time when 
no Way expected, and were ſoon joined 
by ſome Highlanders, under Montroſe, 
who began with attacking thoſe who had 
been more early in a Remonſtrance for 
a Redreſs of Grievances in that Aſſembly 
where he himſelf had been a Member: 
For a whole Twelvemonth did theſe ran- 
ſack the Country; in the fix Battels that 
were fought no leſs than 20,000 Men 
were killed, many Thouſand Individuals 
were ruined, and whole Diſtricts were 


laid waſte; but in the ſeventh Encounter 


the whole were defeated and totally 
routed by a ſmall Corps of the Scots 
Army that had joined the Englih, and 
not a little contributed to the attaining 
the Victorys at Naſeby and Edgehrll. 


Tho' a Body of Scots Forces joined 
the Engliſb, yet it was neither to dethrone 
the King, and ſet up another, nor yet 
was it to Load with the Chains of arbi- 
trary Power : Even when in Arms, every 

Method was tried to diſpoſe the King to 
an Accommodation, by Petition, Remon- 
ſtrance, and Addreſs : To ſupplicate a King 
is not Treaſon ; his preſent Majeſty did 4 

C 


(23 ) 


the Supplication of the City of London to 


diſſolve the Parliament by the Name of Re- 


bellion; nor yet the Repreſentation of the 
different Colonies of America by ſo harſh 
an Appellation. What, my Lord, is 
Treaſon ? What is Rebellion, but a reſiſt- 


ing of lawful Author''y, taking up Arms 


to deſtroy a Conſtitution, to dethrone and 
aſſaſſinate a King? 


No Man the leaſt acquainted with the 
Hiſtory of the Times, can without doing 
Violence to Truth and his own Conſcience, 


charge the Nobility of Scotland with any of 


theſe : There was no Pretender to the 
Crown ; they neither wanted to dethrone 
the King, nor to ſet up another; they 
wanted the Regulation of Matters to be by 
the States of the Nation, to whom the 
ſame entirely and naturally belonged. 


Did ever Nation do more for a King 
than did the Scots for King Charles I. and 
his Son? When the former fled into the 
Scots Army then at Newcaſtle, did they not 
receive him with all the Honours due to 
Royalty, and tho' in the Pay of the Eng/:/h 
Parliament, even refuſe to give him up? 
They not only run the Riſque of engaging 

themſcives 


„ 


themſelves in a War, but appointed People 
to wait upon him, and endeavour to diſpoſe 
him to conſent to the Articles propoſed: 
*Tis true they did not carry him with them 
into Scotland, but tis equally true that 
they did not deliver him up to his Enemies, 
nay, when the News arrived of the violent 
Meaſures that were likely to enſue, an Army 
was raiſed to ſupport him; and tho'-the 
Kingdom was divided into two Parties, that 
of Argyle was. for lenient. Meaſures, and 
that of Hamilton the contrary, yet the lat- 
ter prevailed; a very great Army was levied, 
the Command of which was given to him- 
Jelf ; he marched into England with them, 
but at Preſton was totally defeated, he and 
his Army ſurrendered themſelves Priſoners 
of War. Though the raiſing of this Army 
entirely deſtroys your Lordſhip's Aſſertion, 
yet I muſt not paſs over one Circumſtance, 
that ſuppoſe it was raiſed by Parliament, 
yet that Parliament was choſen by the 
groſſeſt Corruption; the Church declared 
againſt the Meaſure, the Marquis of Ar- 
Ole, with all who thought coolly, diſap- 
proved the ſame. a | 


It was eaſy to ſee that an Army, the 
main Body of which was raw and undiſ- 
| ciplined | 


„ 

ciplined, could not ſtand before regulat 
Troops, fluſht with Slaughter, crowned with 
Conqueſt, and habituated to Victory, as the 
Engliſh Forces then were; beſides it is not 
ſo eaſy a Matter to conquer a Kingdom, 
eſpecially ſince the Art of War is ſo much 
improved: The Defeat of Duke Hamilton's 
Army could not but render the Application 
of the Church of Scotland abortive for the 

preſervation of the King's Perſon; the ſo- 
der and conſiderate foreſaw what the Event 
too much confirmed. Had no Army been 
raiſed in his Behalf, the Interceſſion of the 
Scots in his Favour would have been more 
powerful, and perhaps your Lordſhip would 
not have had an Opportunity of haranguing 


on the Anniverſary of the Death of King 
Charles I. 


I am apt to believe that there are excel- 
lent Preachers among the Clergy of every 
Church, and in England are ſome moſt 
worthy Divines, how far your Lordſhip may 
be among them I cannot ſay, one Thing is 
certain, in this Diſcourſe you are not with- 
out Blame; the Aſſertions therein tending 
to rekindle the Embers of unnatural An- 
tipathy, blow the Coal of Diſſention be- 
tween the two Kingdoms, happily united by 


Natur 6, 


(16) 


Nature, Intereſt, Religion, and all the Bonds 


of Law; your Sentiments, if imbibed, might 
poiſon the Mind of your Royal Pupil, and 

alienate from the moſt zealous Part of his 
Dominions, the Heart and Affections of our 
King. | 


Gratitude, my Lord, 1s a Virtue the 
moſt brilliant and durable, I with you had 
ſhewn more of it, ſince to a Scotsman, 
that Ornament of his Age and Nation, 
you in a Manner owe your All! By his 
Means I am credibly informed you got into 
| Weſtminſter School, where many of the 
principal Nobility ſtudied, and tis likely 
will be apt to ſuck in the Doctrine you have 
vented, and now you are entruſted with 
the Care of the King's Son; fo that it 1s 
but Juſtice to the Public to rectify your 
horrible and glaring Miſtakes, whoſe In- 
fluence might be more fatal than if pro- 
nounced by any other Perſon. 


Many Inſtances can be given in order to 
ſhew the Affection and dutiful Behaviour 
of the Scottiſh Nation in general, their At- 
tachment to kingly Government, and the 
ſingular Acts of Heroiſm performed for 


the 


( 17) 


the prefent Royal Family by many of her 
Sons; it is no leſs raſh to load a Count! 
with Reflections for the ſake of a few Indi- 
viduals, than harſh and precipitate in your 
Lordſhip, to preach in ſtudied Terms, that 
Scotland was ſeduced into. a Rebellion and 
conquered at laſt. 


Pray who told you that Cromwell con- 
quered Scotland ; the Defeat of the Duke of 
Hamilton and his Forces was no Conqueſt, 
neither was the Victory at Dunbar, a Vic- 
tory gained by Means of an Infatuation not 
to be parallelled in Hiſtory ; nor indeed can 
we call the Overthrow of the Scots Army 
at Worceſter, and where the King himſelf 
was in Perfon, a Reduction of the Realm : 
However, the diſperſion of the three Ar- 
mies may no leſs invalidate your Aſſertion 
that the Kingdom was ſeduced into a Rebel- 
lion, than firmly perſuade that they neither 
were actuated by mercenary Views, nor 
conquered at laſt; for in theſe Days of 
Anarchy and Confuſion the Body of the 
Scots Nation acted the Part of a Pilot, who 
in the midſt of a Tempeſt endeavours to 
bring his Veſſel into an Harbour, notwith- 
Py the terrible Billows that ſurround 
iT, 


D I am 


FA 


(18) 


I am not for defending the King's Mea- 
ſures, nor yet the Conduct of Cromwell and 
thoſe employed by him, I am' apt to believe. 
there were Faults on all Sides, and that the 
natural Enemies of Great Britain, with 
ſome intereſted ſelfiſh Individuals, kept be- 
hind the Shrine, widened every Breach, 


and fomented every Divt ion: Let never ſuch 


Days of Anarchy and Confuſion return 
again, leaſt there ſhould be another Anni- 
verſary Day in our Callendar, wherein Men 
of your Lordſhip's Principles might publiſh | 
from a Pulpit, Things abſurd. and contra- 
dictory, for had any of my Sons, and the 
God of Mercy has bleſſed me with five, 
propagated the glaring Falſehoods and 
national Reflections contained in your Pro- 
duction, I really would have checked him 
with a Bit of that Flagellation for which 
your Father in Ireland and you in England 
have been ſo remarkable. bY 


I know your Lordſhip received the Thanks 
of the Houſe of Peers in the ordinary Way, 
but indeed I am apt to think that either you 
did not preach in the Terms publiſhed, or 
elſe that few Lords were preſent, _ ſtill 

_ rewer 


(19) 


fewer peruſed your Performance; or per- 
haps they were whiſpering to each other as 
lately in the very Junto while the Clerk was 
reading the moſt ſtriking Paſſages of the 
Paſſion of our bleſſed Lord, as well as during 
the Petition, Let his Memory (meaning 
King Char les) be for ever bleſſed,” an Ex- 
preſſion, that for a thouſand Worlds, I would 
not utter before the great Creator, the Su- 
E the eternal and inexhauſtible Foun- 
ain of Goodneſs, who is All in All, and 
dwells in every Part? : 


Had your Lordſhip inſpected the Pro- 
ceedings of the Great Aſſembly 1638, you 
would not have called them a ſeditious 
Clergy, ſince no Body of Men ever had a a 
juſter Notion of the Power of Kings ; they 
claimed no more than what may be called 
the Birth-right of every Aſſembly, A free- 
dom to ſpeak without being overawed ?” 
they declared for that Church-Govern- 
ment which had been modelled by Parlia- 
ment, admitted by Queen Mary, confirmed 
by ſucceſſive Regencies, and ratified by the 
King's Father under Sanction of the moſt 
ſolemn Oaths; an Eſtabliſhment which took 
Place at the Revolution, the maintaining 


D 2 whereof 


of Rebellion, or any Species of Treaſon ? 


(20) 


whereof was one of the Articles of the 


preſent Royal Family's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, 


Far be it from us (ſaid they) to deny 
any thing to thoſe that are in ſupream Au- 
thority, br to ſuch as are ſubordinate to 
them and delegated by them.” 


/ 


«© When Alexander the great came to 
Jeruſalem, he deſired. that his Image might 
e ſet up in the Temple, which the Fews 


modeſtly refuſed as inconſiſtent with the 


Law, which was the Law -of God, but li- 


berally offered what was in their Power, 


and more honourable to the King, that 
they would begin the Reckonings of the 
Times from his coming to Jeruſalem, and 
call their firſt-born Sons by his Name ? 
That is Cæſar's what is ours, let it be given 
unto Cæſar? but let Gop by whom Kings 


reign, have his own in Place, Let CurisT, 


the King of Kings have his own Preroga- 
tive, by whoſe Grace our King reigns, and 
we pray may long and proſperouſly reign 


over us?“ 


Are theſe Words of Sedition, Expreſſions 
No, 
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No, they were the Words of Truth and 
Sobernels uttered by an honeſt Man Þ before 
the whole Aſſembly, by whom they were 
approved and confirmed. 


That Aſſembly might be. called the Diet 
of the Kingdom, almoſt the whole Nobility, 
rincipal Gentlemen and Burghers being 
embers thereof ; they expreſſed both by 
their Words and Actions the ſame Regard 
for King Charles as the preſent Clergy do 
for his Majeſty King George, they acknow- 
ledged his Power to call Aſſemblies, and to 
watch over the Affairs of the Church; ſo 
that except turning out the Biſhops for 
Immoralities, voting the civil, Offices of 
Churchmen a Detriment to the State, and 
ſubſcribing a Covenant, abjuring 8 N 
Prelacy and Arbitrary Power, I do not ſee 
they did any Thing which a moderate Bi- 
ſhop would not have approved. 


Here it is obſervable that the Articles of 
the Church of England, and Confeſſion of 
Faith in the Church of Scotland, differ but 
little, except in the Modes of Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, the Principles of either being 

ſubſtan- 
Mr. Henderſon, Rector of the Univerſity at Edinburgh. 
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ſubſtantially the ſame, nor do I believe there 
is a Body of Men, more rational in their 
Way of Thinking, generous in their Sen- 
timents, and firmer in their Loyalty, than 
the Miniſters of the latter, many of whom 


have publiſhed Works, not unworthy the 


Peruſal of Kings: I thought the ill- natured 
Epithet Secrary had been exploded, but in 
this I find myſelf miſtaken, for it is uſed 
by your Lordſhip, tho' not with the Pro- 
pnety that might have been expeCted. 


What Reception this Letter may meet 
with I know not, one Thing I know, that 
I mean well, and have uſed but a very fer 
of the Arguments that might have been 
advanced ; perhaps it will be condemned, 
and afterwards be pirated under a fictitious 
Name; this is no new Thing: I have often 
been robbed of my Productions, ſome of 
which have gone thro' ſix Editions: ſo that 
while others were feaſting upon my Literary 
Property, I have been obliged to look out 
for Bread in another Way : 


Truth, my Lord, is the Ornament of 
- Criticiſm, it is the poliſh'd Gem that de- 
corates a Bar, nor ought a Fact conveying 

National 


„%% nk 
National Reflections to be uttered without 
being firmly ſupported, ſo that I cannot 


conclude without declaring that Iam truly 


ſorry to have occaſion to find Fault wi 


one who filled the eminent Station of Maſ- | 


ter of Weſtminſter School, a Seminary fa- 
mous for Learning, even in the Days of 
Edward the Confeſſor; however, this Cir- 
cumſtance would not have drawn my Pen, 
had you not been Preceptor to the Son of 


the beſt of Kings, who, I dare ſay, deſires 


to hear no National Reflections, no bitter 
Invectives from the Chair of Verity, nor 
yet to encourage a Biſhop-to ſpeak upon 


he has not maturely and properly 
weighed. 


. 
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